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Coronavirus vaccine: Dr. Fauci says chance of it being highly effective is not great


5 THINGS TO KNOW THIS MORNING
SIGN IN



MARKETS

BUSINESS

INVESTING

TECH

PRO

WATC H L I S T

POLITICS

MAKE IT 

SELECT 
USA

CNBC TV

•

SEARCH QUOTES

INTL



HEALT H AND SCIEN CE

Dr. Anthony Fauci says chance of coronavirus
vaccine being highly effective is ‘not great’
PUBL I S H ED FRI, AU G 7 2020 • 1:57 P M E DT | UPDAT E D SAT, AUG 8 2020• 2:50 P M E DT
Berkeley Lovelace Jr.

Noah Higgins-Dunn

@ B E R K E L E YJ R

@HIGGINSDUNN
SHARE

   

TRENDING NOW
KEY
POINTS

White House coronavirus advisor Dr. Anthony Fauci that the chances
of scientists creating a highly effective vaccine — one that provides
98% or more guaranteed protection — for the virus are slim.
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Scientists are hoping for a coronavirus vaccine that is at least 75%
effective, but 50% or 60% effective would be acceptable, too, he said.
The FDA has said it would authorize a coronavirus vaccine so long as
it is safe and at least 50% effective.
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Director of the National Institute for Allergy and Infectious Diseases Dr. Anthony Fauci testiﬁes before the US
Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee hearing to examine COVID-19, “focusing on lessons
learned to prepare for the next pandemic”, on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC on June 23, 2020.
Kevin Dietsch | Pool | AFP | Getty Images

White House coronavirus advisor Dr. Anthony Fauci said Friday
that the chances of scientists creating a highly eﬀective
vaccine — one that provides 98% or more guaranteed protection
— for the virus are slim.
Scientists are hoping for a coronavirus vaccine that is at least
75% eﬀective, but 50% or 60% eﬀective would be acceptable,
too, Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases, said during a Q&A
with the Brown University School of Public Health. “The
chances of it being 98% eﬀective is not great, which means you
must never abandon the public health approach.”
“You’ve got to think of the vaccine as a tool to be able to get the
pandemic to no longer be a pandemic, but to be something that’s
well controlled,” he said.
The Food and Drug Administration has said it would authorize a
coronavirus vaccine so long as it is safe and at least 50%
eﬀective. Dr. Stephen Hahn, the FDA’s commissioner, said last
month that the vaccine or vaccines that end up getting
authorized will prove to be more than 50% eﬀective, but it’s
possible the U.S. could end up with a vaccine that, on average,
reduces a person’s risk of a Covid-19 infection by just 50%.
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“We really
strongly that that had to be the ﬂoor,” Hahn said
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on July 30, adding that it’s “been batted around among medical
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Dr. Anthony Fauci: Coronavirus is so
contagious, it won’t likely ever disappear
“But for the most part, I think, infectious disease experts have
agreed that that’s a reasonable ﬂoor, of course hoping that the
actual eﬀectiveness will be higher.”
A 50% eﬀective vaccine would be roughly on par with those for
inﬂuenza, but below the eﬀectiveness of one dose of a measles
vaccination, which is about 93% eﬀective, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Public health oﬃcials and scientists expect to know whether at
least one of the numerous potential Covid-19 vaccines in
development worldwide is safe and eﬀective by the end of
December or early next year, though there is never a guarantee.
Drug companies Pﬁzer and Moderna both began late-stage trials
for their potential vaccines last week and both expect to enroll
about 30,000 participants.
Fauci has previously said he worries about the “durability” of a
coronavirus vaccine, saying if Covid-19 acts like other
coronaviruses, it may not provide long-term protection.
Health oﬃcials say there is no returning to “normal” until there
is a vaccine. Fauci’s comment came a day after the World Health
Organization cautioned about the development of vaccines,
reiterating that there may never be a “silver bullet” for the virus,
which continues to rapidly spread worldwide. The phase three
trials underway do not necessarily mean that a vaccine is almost
ready to be deployed to the public, the agency said.
“Phase three doesn’t mean nearly there,” Mike Ryan, executive
director of the WHO’s emergencies health program, said during
a virtual panel discussion with “NBC Nightly News” Anchor
Lester Holt hosted by the Aspen Security Forum. “Phase three
means this is the ﬁrst time this vaccine has been put into the
general population into otherwise healthy individuals to see if
the vaccine will protect them against natural infection.”
While there is hope scientists will ﬁnd a safe and eﬀective
vaccine, there is never a guarantee, WHO DirectorGeneral Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said.
“We cannot say we have vaccines. We may or may not,” he said.
On Friday, Fauci reiterated that he is “cautiously optimistic”
scientists will ﬁnd a safe and eﬀective vaccine. He also reiterated
that the coronavirus may never be eliminated, but world leaders
can work together to bring the virus down to “low levels.”
Some of Fauci’s comments have been at odds with President
Donald Trump, who has repeatedly said the virus would
“disappear.”
Trump, who is seeking reelection, said Thursday that it’s
possible the United States could have a safe and eﬀective vaccine
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How to stay ﬁnancially sound during the
coronavirus pandemic
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